
The Fred von der Mehden Award 

 

The von der Mehden award provides $500 to support international travel related to political 

science studies for a current Rice undergraduate or graduate student.   

 

The award is named for Professor Fred von der Mehden, who served on the Rice faculty from 

1968-1997.  Professor von der Mehden was an expert on the politics of Southeast Asia and of 

Islam, having authored many books on the subject.  He spent significant time conducting 

research in the Southeast Asia region and was committed to helping his students understand the 

context in which politics takes place by gaining an appreciation for the culture, the food, the 

history, and the society.   

 

The award is open to any continuing Rice student who will use the funds for international travel 

related to political science studies between May 15 of the current year and May 14 of the 

following year.  The application deadline is April 1, and the award will be presented at the 

Social Sciences Awards Reception. 

 

In order to apply, please submit the following materials to Norma Lara: norma.lara@rice.edu: 

 

1. A proposal that describes where you will travel, the activities you will undertake, and 

how these activities relate to your political science studies and future goals.  This 

proposal can be no more than two pages (single-spaced). 

2. A resume or curriculum vitae. 

3. A current unofficial transcript. 

4. A budget for how you will use the $500 award and some indication of sources of 

remaining funding if $500 will not cover the full cost of the trip. 

 

A committee composed of the political science department chair, director of undergraduate 

studies, and director of graduate studies will review the applications and determine the award 

recipient.   

 

The recipient of this award will be asked to share thoughts about the travel experience in a brief 

summary that Rice may share with faculty, students, and other interested parties. 
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